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Hello everyone and welcome to the winter 

edition of AirChat for 2022. 

The Club has experienced further setbacks 

with rain events in recent months, causing 

available flying time to be reduced.  On the 

positive side, now winter’s here, hopefully 

the skies will be blue and the overall 

weather giving us great flying opportunities. 

The VSL courses are moving along slowly, 

mainly due to weather again.  The 

instructors and students are exercising 

patience which goes hand in hand with 

flying. 

I would like to welcome two new full time 

instructors to our team.  Firstly Craig Smith, 

a Grade 1 Instructor joining us from Royal 

Melbourne Institute of Technology and 

Valeria Thompson, also a Grade 1 

Instructor, who joins us from Caboolture.  

When you are at the Club please meet our 

newest instructors and make them both feel 

welcome. 

We have also had a change in Directors 

since the last AirChat. We welcome Paul 

Smeath as Secretary/Director, replacing 

Tom Hassall.  Tom has been an active 

Director for many years and we wish him 

well in the future.  Tom remains an active 

RAC member.  Paul comes to us as an 

Executive Manager of QFES Specialist 

Response. 

Socially the Club’s popular first Friday night 

of the month barbecues have been well 

received.  July marked the arrival of our 

Hong Kong students, so we had 

approximately 50 at that BBQ.  The Hong 

Kong students arrived in two waves, six for 

the first fortnight and seven for the second. 

Despite approximately four days of bad 

weather conditions they mainly achieved 

their goals. 

Club flyaways for this year have included 

the “Old Station Flyin and Airshow” (refer to 

Scott Underwood’s article in this AirChat) 

while others are well into the planning 

stages.  One in particular is the “Northern 

Exposure” flyaway planned for departure 

from YRED on the 20th August.  First 

stopover is Longreach, then Karumba, Horn 

Island, Cooktown and Airlie Beach before 

returning to Redcliffe. 

The Stanthorpe overnight flyaway is to be 

held on the 13th and 14th August and the 

Chinchilla One Long Table flyaway is on 3rd 

and 4th September.  More flyaways are in 

the pipeline so if you’re interested monitor 

our Flyaways Facebook page and call the 

Club for details. 

Get involved with your Club, enjoy the 

facilities that are available and happy flying 

everyone. 

Mike Cahill 

Redcliffe Aero Club President 2022 

From the President 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/678739008989427
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Dear Members 

My last report detailed some of the 

maintenance work that was required on 

Club aircraft as a result of the flooding 

event earlier this year.  The total repair bill 

was approximately $17,000.  This loss was 

claimable under our insurance for the 

aircraft and even after paying the excess 

and factoring in the loss of no claim bonus 

it still made financial sense to make the 

claim.  Further rain events have continued 

to curtail training plans for our full-time 

students and no doubt have impacted 

other Club members’ training and private 

hire.  We hope “typical” winter weather 

patterns return sometime soon. 

Other significant expenditure items for the 

Club have been engine overhauls for VH-

SPP and VH-YRE.  Before COVID-19 the 

overhaul of a C172 engine (not including 

installation) was $38,000.  The most 

recent overhaul for VH-YRE cost $62,000.  

This is an additional $12 per hour.  The 

parts for these engines are manufactured 

in the US and, with COVID shutdowns and 

lack of staff, long lead times and higher 

prices have resulted.  The “COVID tax”, 

once joked about is unfortunately real.  

Other operational cost pressures have 

come through fuel prices.  Before the war 

in Ukraine AVGAS was $1.90.  At the time 

of writing, it is $3.09, which is an extra $47 

per hour in a C172.  These increased costs 

are the main reasons the Board increased 

aircraft rates recently. 

 

Notwithstanding these additional costs, 

the Club continues to invest in fleet 

improvements with VH-IVW to be next in 

line for some of its internal plastics to be 

replaced.  After almost ten years since we 

bought it new from the Cessna factory and 

approximately 5,600 hours its interior 

needs renewal. 

The Board also recently decided to sell VH-

ULF.  This aircraft was bought late in 2015 

as a second survey platform when we 

were supplying these services in both New 

Zealand and Australia.  In the time we 

operated this aircraft we flew 

approximately 3,000 hours.  This airframe 

(with in excess of 11,700 hours) was 

becoming expensive to maintain and was 

surplus to our multi-engine training needs. 

As always, I encourage you all to visit and 

make use of your Club’s facilities, aircraft, 

and simulators and to participate in the 

flyaway and social program.  I look 

forward to seeing you around the Club 

throughout the remainder of the year.  

Best regards, 

Stephen White 

CEO 

CEO update 
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July saw the return of the Hong Kong Flight 

Training Centre (HKFTC) students from Hong 

Kong, this being the first visit of these students 

to the Redcliffe Aero Club since 2019.  HKFTC 

came in two groups for two weeks at a time.  

In the first group of seven, six were looking to 

fly up to 15 hours and maybe achieve their 

first solo flight.  Unfortunately, a couple of 

days flying was lost to the weather and we 

were not able to achieve any first solo flights 

for these students.  They had to return home a 

little disappointed but still excited by what 

they did achieve.  The second group of six 

students arrived in mid-July and most of them 

were looking for 10 hours of flight experience.  

Although the skies remained clear, a raging 

Redcliffe crosswind came to town and 

prevented flying for a couple of days.  In 

addition two of our aircraft required 

maintenance for a few days.  All the students’ 

flight time ambitions were able to be met due 

mainly to the dedication of the flight 

instructors who went well and truly above and 

beyond what was expected and they were very 

ably supported by Dee, who kept a constant 

close watch on managing bookings.   

Onto the instructor team.  Callum Taggart and 

Taylah Plummer have left Redcliffe Aero Club.  

Callum has been an effective and popular 

member of the team and after five years 

decided to declare his innings and move to the 

next phase of his life.  Taylah who, although 

she was only with us for a relatively short 

period, made a big impression, has moved on 

to train remotely piloted vehicle pilots.  I know 

you will join with me in wishing Callum and 

Taylah all the best for the future.  Instructors 

moving on means that we have new faces on 

the team.  Craig Smith is a Grade 1 flight 

instructor, who comes to us from Royal 

Melbourne Institute of Technology where he 

has been training students at Point Cook 

Aerodrome.  Craig is a Brisbane boy through 

and through and is very happy to return 

“home” with his young family and looking 

forward to flying with every Club member.  

Next, but not least we welcome Valeria 

Thompson to our family.  Val is also a Grade 1 

flight instructor and has joined us from 

Airwork at Caboolture.  Both of these new 

instructors arrived at Redcliffe Aero Club just 

in time to meet the ab initio tsunami that is 

the Hong Kong Flight Training Centre and, 

despite the heavy work load, they performed 

magnificently.   

I would invite everybody to say welcome and 

G’day to Val and Craig and help make them 

feel right at home and I would highly 

recommend either Val or Craig to anyone who 

might need a little aviation assistance.  They 

are both outstanding instructors.  

Happy Aviating  

Mal McAdam 

Head of Operations / Chief Pilot 

Chief Pilot report 



          6                                                        AirChat #28   www.redcliffeaeroclub.com.au 

 

Editorial 

Dear Reader 

Well the South East Queensland winter hasn’t quite 

eventuated as expected has it?  The first part was 

characterised by rain and grey skies so it hasn’t been 

ideal flying weather.  Nevertheless there have been 

blue patches in between the grey. 

A few members joined the throng at The Old Station 

at Raglan, west of Gladstone for their “biennial” flyin 

and airshow.  After a few years’ delay due to Covid 

the event returned with a vengeance in May.  And 

despite some rainy weather in the weeks before it 

turned out to be perfect blue sky weather with 

about 200 light aircraft flying in.  In this AirChat Scott 

Underwood describes his experience of the 

weekend.  

Also, after many delays and false starts and 

rescheduling, including a final delay of one week due 

to a short burst of inclement weather, the Brisbane 

Airshow was held at Watts Bridge in July.  And it was 

a sell out!  A number of members flew over the hills 

to Watts Bridge to enjoy the two day event.  Mike 

Cahill provides a summary of the Saturday program.  

My wife and I had a three week flying holiday to 

Victoria and South Australia in March and visited, 

amongst other places, the Mornington Peninsula 

near Melbourne.  We landed and parked for a few 

days at Tyabb, home of the Peninsula Aero Club.  It’s 

a great place to fly into and base yourself if you want 

to explore the coast east of Melbourne.  I wrote a 

brief summary of the visit for this edition and also 

learned about the many activities undertaken by 

their club, including a trip they did to the William 

Creek Fly-in a few years ago.  Ian Johnson provided a 

story about the flyaway for this AirChat.  William 

Creek are hosting another fly-in on AFL Grand Final 

Weekend at the end of this September.  Having 

flown in to William Creek myself in June, I can only 

recommend it, especially given the rare opportunity 

it will provide to see Lake Eyre filling with all the 

water from the recent rains.  

In his regular Attitudes column, Bob Tait recounts 

the story of a tragic event that unfolded not too far 

away.  It highlights the need for our full 

concentration when flying, particularly when we’re 

close to the ground.  

Rob Knight is a former CFI with plenty of interesting 

stories.  He warns us in a sobering article about the 

potential hazard our passengers can represent to us 

if not assessed before a flight and given a thorough 

preflight briefing. 

Our resident Dash 8 captain and Grade 1 instructor, 

Brendan Power, is always trying to help members 

and student pilots fly more safely.  He believes we 

can all can use techniques employed by professional 

pilots to improve our proficiency.  In this edition he 

describes how we can make better use of checklists. 

Recently I went to a CASA seminar in Brisbane and 

met the editor of the Flight Safety magazine.  The 

publication comes out four times per year.  You can 

read in online here for free.  I’ve included one of 

their “close call” articles in this AirChat regarding an 

incident that occurred while flying around the Gold 

Coast.  I’ve also included articles about a new VFR 

guide for flying around the Gold Coast controlled 

airspace and changes to the radio procedures near 

Ballina. 

Happy reading and stay safe. 

And don’t forget - please email me your stories for 

inclusion in the next AirChat.   

Email:  airchateditor@redcliffeaeroclub.com.au 

Philip Arthur 

https://www.flightsafetyaustralia.com/
mailto:airchateditor@redcliffeaeroclub.com.au
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www.flightsafetyaustralia.com  

https://www.flightsafetyaustralia.com/
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Congratulations to all our students who recently completed a milestone in their training at the 

Redcliffe Aero Club.   

In addition to those shown Garry Ayre, Tim Mark Juta and Luke McDonogh achieved their First Solo. 

The whole Club wishes you all well for your future endeavours in aviation.   

Recent achievers  

Aviation Double Diploma student Jacob Neumann 

achieved his CASA PPL on 11.06.2022  

Jacinta Burgess achieved her 

Multi-Engine Aeroplane Class 

Rating on 23.04.2022  

Melissa Hearn achieved 

her First Solo on 

16.04.2022  

Diploma of Aviation student 

David Tian gained his Multi 

Engine Instrument Rating on 

28.07.2022  



                                                          AirChat #28   www.redcliffeaeroclub.com.au                                                        9 

 

Ashley Grimshaw achieved her Multi Engine 

Instrument Rating on 19.03.2022.  

Jamie Clarkson achieved his 

RPL Licence on 16.07.2022  

Louise Hoey did her First 

Solo on 25.03.2022  

Alex Beck gained his Aviation Double Diploma 

PPL on 29.07.2022 

Andrew Harper 

achieved his CASA ME 

Class Rating on 

13.08.2022  
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Our Club flyaways are always fun and a great way to get together with like-minded aviation lovers.   

Keep yourself informed as to what’s coming up and tell us where you’d like to go by joining the RAC Flyaways 

Facebook group.  Click on the link below: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/678739008989427 

Here’s a list of a few upcoming events to put in your diary: 

20th - 28th August   “Northern Exposure” Club flyaway, Cape Yorke Peninsula 

3rd - 4th September   Chinchilla One Long Table festival, Chinchilla 

3rd September   Matt Hall air display and talk, Norther Rivers Aero Club Fundraiser, Ballina RSL,  

10th September   Shute Harbour Fly-in and Runway Dinner, Whitsunday airport 

15th - 17th September   AUSFLY Fly-in, Narromine aerodrome, NSW 

18th September   Fly-in for breakfast, Maryborough airfield 

23rd - 25th September   William Creek 5th annual outback Fly-in, William Creek, SA 

15th - 16th October   Bundaberg Macadamia and Hinkler Club Flyaway 

15th - 16th October   Warbirds Downunder, Temora Aviation Museum, NSW 

 

Also, our monthly happy hour/barbecues are held at the clubhouse on the first Friday of each month.   

Only $20 for the best steaks in SE Queensland AND including drinks from the bar. 

Please call the Club at least a few days before to register for the barbecue for catering purposes.  

Upcoming events 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/678739008989427
https://www.facebook.com/onelongtablechinchilla/videos/252554053542258
https://www.facebook.com/northernriversaeroclub/
https://www.whitsundayairport.com.au/events/runwaydinner/
https://ausfly.com.au/a-traditional-aussie-fly-in/
https://www.facebook.com/WCOFI/
https://warbirdsdownunderairshow.com.au/
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My career in aviation started when I booked a 

trial introductory flight at the Royal Queensland 

Aero Club at Archerfield in 2008.  I was hooked 

on flying after that.  I did my GFPT at Royal 

Queensland in 2008, flying one day on each 

weekend for a year.  In semester 2 of 2015 I did 

my PPL as a full time course at RMIT University in 

Melbourne.  The following year I did my CPL at 

RMIT also as a full time course.  My instructor 

rating followed in semester 1 of 2017.  Again it 

was full time at RMIT.  

Shortly after, while I was employed at RMIT 

University as a pilot, I obtained my Grade 2 

instructor rating, design feature, night VFR, 

aerobatic and spinning training endorsements.   

I did my Grade 1 rating as a short course at FlyOz 

in Cowra, NSW, in late 2021, immediately 

followed by completing my multi engine IFR at 

TVSA Pilot Training at Bacchus Marsh in Victoria, 

conducted 1 day a week over the entire year.  

In early 2022 I added gas turbine, jump pilot (for 

transporting skydivers), and float plane 

endorsements as short courses at the Australian 

Jump Pilot Academy in Wollongong and 

Melbourne Seaplanes at Williamstown, 

Melbourne. 

I was attracted back to work at Redcliffe Aero 

Club this year by the positive feedback I received 

from people I knew here in 2015.  

Some of the things I love most about flying for a 

career are the chance to do aerobatics, flying at 

night, the amazing views and the adventure of 

flight. 

There have been challenges over the years 

including dealing with the Covid pandemic, 

language barriers and continuing to study while 

raising a young family.  

I’m especially passionate about promoting safety 

awareness in the aviation industry, teaching, 

turning up to work every day and helping others 

to learn to fly. 

Of all the planes I’ve flown the one that I most 

love to fly is the Super Decathlon.  Why?   

Aerobatics is fun!  I also like to fly Cessna 

Caravans as they are just big 172s but with a 

turbine engine.  Meanwhile, I also love float 

planes as they combine the best of boating and 

flying in one package.  

In the future I’d like to do more turbine and multi 

engine flying, some tourism work and charter.  

And maybe an airline job would be interesting 

once the kids are in school. 

A realistic dream job for me would be to fly a 

Cessna Caravan on floats around the 

Whitsundays.  Otherwise flying for an airline 

between here and Japan.  Other than those I’d 

love running my own small float plane business 

for joy flights, transfers and charter around South 

East Queensland. 

For those who want to learn to fly I say:  “Just do 

it”.  I never thought I’d be in the position I am 

now and would not have been without giving it a 

go.  And for Club members who want to improve 

their flying skills, my recommendation is to keep 

your knowledge current by regularly picking up a 

text book, reference material, checklist or the 

VFR guide. 

Instructor intro - Craig Smith 

Craig joined the Club recently as a Grade 1 instructor. 
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AC: How did you become involved in aviation?  

VT: Growing up I had a fascination with 

aeroplanes, this continued into my adult years. 

Then my husband bought me a Trial 

Introductory Flight for my birthday in 2015 and 

that was it. I was hooked. 

Where did you have your first flying lessons?  

Wollongong Aerodrome in NSW, now known as 

Shellharbour Aerodrome.  I went to a school 

called NSW Air. 

What type of licence and endorsements did you 

gain and over what duration? 

After I started flying in 2015 I completed my 

Commercial Pilot Licence and Multi-Engine 

Instrument Rating within about 12 months in 

2016. In 2017 I achieved my Grade 3 Instructor 

Rating, with design feature training approval. In 

2019 I achieved my Grade 2, then my multi 

engine training approval. Then, I achieved my 

Grade 1 in June this year, as well as my 

instructor training approval. 

Where did the training take place? 

I completed my RPL, PPL, CPL and MEIR with 

Sydney Flight College at Bankstown Aerodrome 

and then went to Altocap Flight School in 

Camden NSW for my instructor ratings. 

Where have you worked as a pilot? 

My first job in aviation was as an instructor at 

Flight Experience in Darling Harbour, Sydney, on 

a Boeing 737-800 simulator. Then, I instructed 

at Altocap Flight school, and while working 

there I continued my work at the simulator. I 

then made the move to Queensland to instruct 

for Airways Aviation at Caloundra Aerodrome. 

They unfortunately closed their Caloundra base 

and so then I went to Airwork at Caboolture 

Aerodrome. Now I’m here! 

What other aviation related roles have you 

been employed in? 

Shortly after getting my Grade 3, as well as 

instructing in aeroplanes, I was an instructor for 

commercial drone pilots. I taught them how to 

fly their drones, how to read a VTC/VNC and 

some basic aeronautical knowledge.  

What attracted you to Redcliffe Aero Club?  

I started my training in an aero club 

environment and I love the community & 

atmosphere that comes with that.  

What do you love most about flying for a 

career?  

The view and the fact that the job is a little bit 

different every day. 

What are some of the challenges you've faced 

over the years? 

Finding a balance between flying and my 

family. I miss out on a lot of things with my 

children. That’s certainly made it tough at 

times. 

Instructor intro - Valeria Thompson 

Valeria joined the Club recently as a Grade 1 instructor.  

Here’s some background info on her. 
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The RTO team has welcomed  Richard to the team 
on a full time basis as RTO Administration Officer.  
You will see him around the Club Monday to Friday 
assisting other members of the RTO team.   

 

I began my journey with Aviation at the Redcliffe Aero 
Club at the end of May, beginning as a full time RTO 
Administration Officer.  I have experienced a growing 
passion for administration since 2020, wanting to make a 
break from hospitality after working in the industry since 
2014.  I finally decided it was time to change industry as I 
was working on the southside of Brisbane in a tavern as 
a casual gaming attendant.  I have found the change of 
industry to be a major learning curve, but it is a challenge that I will not back down from.  I 
always strive to learn something new everyday or improve on the vast variety of skills that I 
possess.  

While I am working with the Redcliffe Aero Club, I would like to pursue a Diploma of Business 
and a Certificate IV in Training and Assessment, completing the courses while receiving 
experience on the job that relates to the study that I do.  As I have been gaining experience 
with the Redcliffe Aero Club, my interest in aviation has grown and I am now on a mission to 
be able to overcome my fear of aeroplanes and heights.  If there is something I don’t currently 
know, I take the opportunity to learn that something so I can go home at the end of the day 
with new knowledge that would be able to help me develop my career with the Club. 

What aspects of aviation are you especially 

passionate about?  

Flight training and instructing. 

Which aircraft do you like to fly most and why?  

I can’t choose, flying any aeroplane is 

wonderful. 

What would you like to achieve in the future? 

I started out as an instructor with the aspiration 

to become a flight examiner one day, so that is 

something I’d like to achieve soon. 

 

What would be your dream job? 

I think flying for the RFDS would be incredibly 

rewarding, so that’s a job I’d absolutely love. 

What advice do you have for people wanting to 

learn to fly? 

Study before every flight, it makes it so much 

easier for both you and the instructor. 

What advice do you have for Club members 

who want to improve their flying skills? 

Practise, practise, practise.  Get out there as 

often as you can. Recency is so important. 

Staff intro - Richard Phillips 
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Attitudes 
by Bob Tait 

 

GROUND RUSH 

If you dive vertically towards the ground at 
3000ft, you would not have any sensation that 
the ground is getting closer to you. It’s simply 
too far away to notice. However, if you dive 
vertically towards the ground at 300ft, you 
would see the scenery rapidly expanding in the 
windscreen as the distance between you and 
the ground rapidly diminished.  

This is a phenomenon known as ‘ground rush’. 
A pilot with little low-level experience is likely 
to respond by pulling back strongly on the 
control column. Depending on the aerodynamic 
characteristics of the aircraft, this sudden 
application of back pressure can cause the 
wings to exceed the stalling angle resulting in a 
high speed (dynamic) stall.  

Let me tell you about Jill and Jane (not their 
real names). 

Jill and Jane had been close friends since school 
days. Although they had much in common, Jill 
was more the extrovert with a tendency toward 
behaviour that could sometimes be described 

as impulsive. Jane was a little more cautious but 
the two young ladies shared a friendship that 
had grown stronger through the many 
adventures they had shared. It was therefore 
no surprise to their many friends when they 
announced that they had both decided to learn 
to fly. 

The flying school they chose operated a number 
of training aeroplanes including a little two-
place 1960s Victa Air Tourer. The Air Tourer 
was a rare example of a general aviation 
aircraft that was designed and built in Australia. 
Once they had completed their training to PPL 
in the more pedestrian Cessna 172, the two 
ladies turned their attention to the aerobatic 
Air Tourer. The aerodynamic characteristics of 
the Victa were quite different to the Cessna. 
Roll control was provided by a center-mounted 
‘shared’ joy stick that operated both the 
ailerons and flaps (flaperons) on each wing and 
delivered a very impressive roll rate that gave 
the aircraft a ‘sporty’ feel. 
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However, another novel aerodynamic 
feature was the surprisingly small 
wings. While the Victa had an 
impressive roll rate, the high wing 
loading meant the wings were prone 
to suddenly stall in response to rapid 
back elevator input. During aerobatic 
manoeuvres such as loops, the Victa 
required a high entry speed with 
careful attention to avoid large or 
sudden elevator inputs to keep the 
high speed stall at bay. 

Jill and Jane were impressed by the 
look and feel of the little Victa, but 
they decided to leave the aerobatic 
training to a later date. Once they had 
been checked out on the sporty little 
beast, they began planning a weekend 
trip away to an island resort. On the 
Friday they packed their overnight 
gear and set off for a fun weekend. 

The weekend was a blast! They 
enjoyed the festival atmosphere of 
the resort and quickly made a number 
of new friends. After lunch on Sunday, 
they were taken by bus to the airstrip 
which was some distance away from the 
resort. Their new-found friends gathered 
on the resort jetty to watch them depart. 

After a daily inspection, they settled into 
the cockpit and the engine sprang to life. 
As they taxied out to the threshold, Jill 
suddenly said “Let’s do a low run down 
the beach and wave goodbye to the 
gang!” Airborne at 500ft, they levelled out 
and turned left for the resort and the 
group of friends waiting on the jetty. As 
the little Victa passed over them, the 
spectators waved and cheered. Jill pulled 
the nose up into a steep climb. In an 
attempt to look back and see the 
response, she began a turn, craning her 
neck to look behind her, she didn’t notice 
that the nose had pitched much higher 
than she intended. The airspeed was 
rapidly dropping. 

The airflow was beginning to separate 
from the wings producing a buffet that 
was felt through the joy stick. Finally, the 
Victa dropped its nose into a near vertical 
dive and, as Jill looked ahead over the 
nose, she saw the scenery in the 
windscreen expanding alarmingly as the 

rapid descent continued. She was 
experiencing the phenomenon known as 
‘ground rush’. In response, Jill instinctively 
pulled back hard on the joy stick but this 
caused the wings to stall even more 
deeply and the buffeting got worse. If she 
had released her iron grip on the control 
column the buffeting would have 
immediately ceased. If she had then 
gently raised the nose to the level 
attitude, accepting a further height loss, 
she could have avoided this tragic 
encounter with ground rush. Extreme 
pitching manoeuvres at low level can have 
tragic consequences. 

As the safety bureau’s incident report 
concluded: “The investigation did not 
reveal any reason for the unusually low 
flight path and manoeuvre immediately 
prior to the accident. The following factor 
was considered relevant to the 
development of the accident: The pilot 
attempted a manoeuvre at a height from 
which safe recovery could not be 
effected.” 
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Flying in and around Ballina, Lismore, Casino 
and Evans Head?  New radio frequencies have 
been introduced to ease congestion and 
improve safety around these aerodromes. 

CASA advise that the changes have been 
informed by industry feedback, including 
extensive engagement with stakeholders such 
as local flying schools, aero clubs, airspace 
users and industry bodies.  There was also a 
public consultation survey in November last 
year. 

The frequency changes are expected to be the 
first in a series of safety improvement 
measures. 

From 16th June 2022 the following Common 
Traffic Advisory Frequencies (CTAFs) apply in 
these vicinities: 

 

 

Lismore and Casino - 132.45 MHz 

Evans Head - 126.7 MHz 

Ballina - 124.2 MHz (no change). 

There are no other changes to operational 
requirements. 

It remains mandatory to carry and use a radio 
and meet broadcast requirements within the 
Ballina broadcast area (YBNA) as per Part 91 of 
the Civil Aviation Safety Regulations. 

There are also requirements that apply during 
Ballina Surveillance Flight Information Service 
(SFIS) hours of operation only. 

ERSA, charts, and departure and approach 
plates will be updated in December 2022 as 
per the standard publishing cycle. 

For more information read the AIP supplement 
published by Airservices Australia (below). 

Ballina radio changes now in force 

https://www.airservicesaustralia.com/aip/current/sup/s22-H50.pdf
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After the previous week of torrential rain and 
unfavourable weather, Friday 27th May 2022 
brought with it a fortuitous change of 
conditions and a welcome first day for our 
three day adventure.  We were off to The Old 
Station at Raglan, west of Gladstone, for their 
2022 Fly-in and Airshow.  Many of the local 
pilots must have been itching to get into their 
cockpits and take to the skies earlier in the 
morning, because by the time WKE was ready 
to depart in the early afternoon, we had very 
little traffic with which to contend.  I had last 
flown WKE about a month before and, as 
always, leapt at the opportunity to take the 
controls on the way up to Old Station.  With 
hatches and harnesses - and camping gear in 
the back - secure, I advanced the throttle to 
take off and in no time the Cherokee was back 
in the air where she belonged. 

In the right hand seat was my mate and the 
proud owner of Piper PA-28 WKE, Luc George. 
I’ve known Luc since our student pilot days, 
when we were both sitting through CPL 
ground school on the Gold Coast.  Fast 
forward a few years and here we are 
again, aviation on the brain and 
sitting next to each other for a few 
more hours, only this time in seats 
travelling 105 knots.  What a 
pleasure!  (Hopefully for him as 
much as me!) 

We traversed the Sunshine Coast via 
the VFR route to the west and made 
passage for Gympie, our refuelling 
point.  The weather had been a 
delight, with the cloud cover at 
3000ft, giving us enough height to 
work with and some welcome 
protection from the sun.  It was my 
first time at Gympie and I’m pleased 

to report my landing was one Western Star 
would be proud of (reference: “Buttering the 
bread”; aka a smooth landing)!  As we were 
refuelling, someone in the distance yelled at 
us to “Get that plane outta here!” as he closed 
in on our position on foot.  Admittedly, I wrote 
him off as some crazed local and paid him no 
heed, as did Luc.  When he was finally close 
enough to be seen, it turned out to be Bryan 
Galvin just having a cheeky go at us.  Phew!  

After a leisurely hour at Gympie, we noted 
some darker clouds rolling in from afar and 
decided not to tempt fate by hanging around 
longer than we already had.  Soon enough, we 
were off again.  With the “shotgun” technique 
and my trusty paper charts, we navigated 
without a hitch, overflying Biggenden and 
Miriam Vale on the way.  At one point over 
Lake Monduran, it looked like the heavens had 
opened up either side of our track, with 
isolated showers left and right of us backlit by 
the sun like two spotlights through gaps in the 
now darker clouds above.  

Raglan retreat 

 

by Scott Underwood  

https://www.oldstationflyingclub.com.au/
https://www.oldstationflyingclub.com.au/
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On Brisbane Centre frequency 
we heard a number of IFR 
aircraft bound for the same 
destination at higher altitudes 
above the clouds; we happily 
kept below the clouds VFR, 
not having to worry about any 
traffic all the way to Old 
Station.  Upon arrival, an 
impressive visual greeted us 
as we overflew and 
repositioned to join the circuit 
- the sprawling Creed Family 
estate with its 2km long grass 
runway and dozens of 
aircrafts already adorning the 
camping area to the south.  
During the landing roll, Luc 
wisely chimed in, “Back 
pressure to keep the nose 
wheel up” - a good call! 

We switched to the ground frequency and 
taxied under the direction of volunteers to our 
camping spot.  After setting up our tents on 
either side of WKE, we walked up to the top of 
a nearby hill to stretch our legs, receive a 
mobile signal, and take in the scenery with the 
sun setting in the background.  I truly felt 
blessed and privileged to have had this 
experience - and the real air show attraction 
hadn’t even begun. 

At 2pm the next day, the Old Station Fly-in and 
Heritage Show kicked off its airshow.  Matt 
Hall, Paul Bennett, and even local talent took 
to the skies in amazing aerial acrobatic 
performances.  The precision of their flying in 
formation, inversion, low level passes, stalls, 
loops, and dives (just to name a few) was 
inspiring.  I found the commentary over the 
loudspeakers to be very insightful as well.  
Even for such high level, experienced pilots 
who have honed their craft, it was emphasised 

that they always monitor their margins and at 
any point in the routine are prepared to "give 
themselves an out”  if those margins are 
compromised.  I daresay most pilots won’t 
ever need to operate within such unforgiving 
margins, but I think it serves as a lesson to all 
pilots no matter our ops, skill level, or 
experience. 
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The aircraft with the most 
presence - in no small part 
because of its deafening 
turbofan jet engine - was 
the Czechoslovakian L-39C 
Albatross (right on cue for 
Top Gun Maverick).  The 
other aircraft that 
commanded my attention 
was the Grumman TBF 
Avenger, a torpedo 
bomber used to great 
effect in the Pacific 
Theatre.  Even in a place 
and time far removed from 
the aircraft carriers on 
which it used to fold its 
wings to save space on the 
deck, it was still a treat to 
see it in action (minus the 
bombs) with my own eyes. 

My trip to Old Station was 
memorable for all the right 
reasons.  It was a charity 
event that brought families 
and individuals of all ages, 
including aviation 
enthusiasts from all walks 
of life, from different parts 
of the country, together.  

After five years of not 
having had it, I’m sure the 
show was extra special to 
those returning this time.  
As a young man trying to 
make it as a professional 
pilot, I can’t say with any 
certainty whether I will be 
there to attend the next 
show, but I am grateful I 
was able to make it to this 
one.  
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Back when I was training for my pilot qualifications, I 
was so fixated on my studies and getting my licences, 
ratings, and exam scores the best they could possibly 
be that I didn’t “stop to smell the roses”, appreciate 
just how far I had come, and take enough time to 
connect with those who I was sharing my aviation 
journey with, which leads me to my final thoughts. 

Enjoy the process, the journey, and those who are 
part of it, no matter your aviation goals and 
aspirations.  It truly is a privilege to be a pilot, and 
trips like this one to the Old Station are a welcome 
reminder of that, particularly as our industry - locally 
and globally - reemerges from its COVID induced 
slumber.  The best things in life are always enjoyed 
with good company. Thank you Luc for another 
amazing adventure in WKE and I look forward to the 
next one.  Having good company in Phil and Brett too, 
chatting by the bonfire up to 10:40pm on the last 
night before going home was a lovely way to end the 
stay.  Thank you gents! 

Until my next adventure, signing off. 
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Recently I embarked on a one-hour 
coastal flight departing from 
Southport Flying Club.  I had received 
my RAAus cross-country 
endorsement after many hours of 
training and exams.  I have around 
100 hours of flying time and try to 
ensure every flight is by the book 
and error-free.  

It was a clear sunny day with minimal 
cloud cover.  I departed Southport 
on RWY01 and turned downwind for 
departure to the south, remaining 
below 1500 feet to avoid Gold Coast 
controlled airspace which 
commences almost immediately 
south of the airfield.  

My training taught me to make clear 
taxi and departure calls and regular 
position calls in the busy Gold Coast 
airspace, which must include call 
sign, position, altitude and heading.  
This makes it abundantly clear to all 
traffic where you are and what your 
intentions are.  My track took me 
overhead Carrara Stadium where I 
reported my position and then 
turned east towards Broadbeach at 
1400 feet to ensure I did not breach 
controlled airspace at 1500 feet. 

Trouble in paradise 

For private pilots like us who are based in Brisbane a flight down the coast past Surfers 
Paradise and Coolangatta over water with its spectacular views is a great experience.  
However, with the traffic density in the vicinity of the Gold Coast and Southport airports we 
need to be aware of inherent dangers.  This story, written by a Flight Safety Australia 
magazine reader, tells of one hazard - a pilot who was making unclear radio calls and 
creating confusion and a potentially dangerous situation as he went. 
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The coastal strip past Surfers Paradise and 
Broadbeach is very popular with GA 
aviators and flight training schools as the 
views are spectacular.  To ensure high-
density coastal traffic separation in class G 
airspace, the VTC recommends flying 
southbound at 1000 feet AMSL and 
northbound at 1500 or 500.  The WAC and 
VNC have no such notations which has 
taught me to use all three charts rather 
than just one.  

An experienced former Emirates training 
captain at my field had urged me to avoid 
flying at 500 feet northbound, regardless of 
the memorable views.  He said that 
altitude allows very little time to plan in the 
event of an engine failure, with the 
crowded beach offering minimal options 
for a forced landing.  The view is still great 
at 1500 but significantly increases potential 

landing areas and gives more time to plan 
in the event of an emergency.  

As always, I opted for 1500 feet 
northbound once clear of controlled 
airspace and made my radio call to alert 
traffic of my intentions.  Just after my call, I 
heard a garbled, stumbling call from a 
Cessna pilot.  All I could pick up was 
“Cessna southbound 1500 Q1” [The Q1 
tower is a VFR reporting point.]  As this was 
very close to my altitude and location, I 
requested a repeat radio call from the 
Cessna and received no reply.  I glanced 
down at my traffic app which showed no 
transponder-equipped aircraft near me.  
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In the past, I have noticed that some aircraft do 
not have ADS-B Out transponders or do not have 
them turned on.  I suspect they are students 
(like me recently) on solo nav flights into 
controlled airspace to Gold Coast airport via 
Southport.  I also suspect that, due to a high 
workload and some degree of nerves preparing 
for arrival into the Gold Coast CTR, they do not 
monitor or broadcast on the local CTAF when 
transiting, as they are tuned into and preparing 
to arrive at Gold Coast Airport.   

I needed to make a fast decision, with an 
unresponsive aircraft travelling in the opposite 
direction close to my location and altitude.  I 
could not see any aircraft around me or on my 
traffic avoidance instruments.  My first thought 
was to climb to 2000 feet as that was the closest 
alternative altitude.  If I descended to 500 feet 
northbound, as recommended on the VTC, the 
other aircraft may have realised their mistake 
and descended at the same time.  I looked out 
front as long as I could, but an aircraft 
approaching head-on is very difficult to see.  As I 
began climbing from 1500 to 2000 feet, I had a 
second thought - I should not bust controlled 
airspace in case an inbound commercial aircraft 
was on descent for Gold Coast airport.  I also 
feared the embarrassment of not following the 
rules so recently drummed into me.  

It was then I made a very quick decision to turn 
right as trained and descend to 500 feet, 
thinking this would significantly minimise any 

conflict.  As soon as I broadcast my intentions, 
the Cessna pilot again made a stuttering radio 
call - in which I could not catch his call sign or 
exact location - advising he was still at 1500 feet 
tracking south coastal. 

I sensed he was overloaded and unsure of the 
area and landmarks, which is understandable 
when you are in an area for the first time.  I 
looked up to the left and he sailed past me, 
luckily with quite a margin to spare.  I 
immediately turned left to position closer to the 
safety of the shoreline, as by now I had 
descended to 500 feet.  While looking out 
carefully, I then climbed back to 1500 feet, 
northbound coastal, with the appropriate radio 
call.  

Was this a close call? In my mind it was very 
close because I was dealing with an overloaded 
pilot who was making unclear or no radio calls, 
at an inappropriate altitude.  In addition, his 
actions prompted me to descend to what I 
believe is an unsafe low altitude as we can 
never predict an engine failure, no matter how 
well we maintain our aircraft.  Clearly, he had 
not consulted the VTC and was somewhat 
nervous, given the poor clarity of his radio calls.  
At least he was broadcasting on the local CTAF 
or I would not have known to prepare for a 
potential conflict.  
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Lessons learnt: 

 Plan every flight carefully, consulting the 
WAC, VTC and VNC to ensure altitude 
compliance within busy, controlled or 
restricted airspace. 

 Make precise and regular radio calls: who 
you are addressing, who you are, present 
position, altitude, heading and intentions. 

 Look out for other aircraft - they may not 
have a transponder or use their radio 
effectively. 

 

 

 Have confidence to enter controlled 
airspace if it means avoiding an accident if 
there are no other options rather than risk 
terrain from descending too low. 

 Flying schools and aircraft owners should 
invest in quality ADS-B Out transponders.  
The cost is minimal compared to 
preventing even one accident or saving one 
life. 

Reprinted with permission from CASA’s flagship 
safety publication, Flight Safety Australia. 
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It’s exciting times with our newly developed 
Aviation Double Diploma 2021 cohort students 
continuing their studies and our 2022 cohort 
Aviation Double Diploma students joining them.  
These students will utilise the RTO’s VET Student 
Loans funding to complete the AVI50219 Diploma 
of Aviation (Commercial Pilot Licence - 
Aeroplane) and AVI50519 Diploma of Aviation 
(Instrument Rating). 

The students recently completed a Risk 
Management Ground School with Trainer & 
Assessor Lauree Skene-Gordon as part of their 
Aviation Double Diploma, learning about body 
language, fatigue and risk management and 
much more.  It was a great learning opportunity 
for the students outside of the traditional 
classroom. 

Nicholas Arezio, Alexander Beck and Liam 
Collecutt demonstrated their knowledge of safety 
procedures during the Risk Management ground 
school role playing exercises on a wet and drizzly 
day.  The next best thing to being able to fly. 

Risk Management Ground School “Pizza Night” 
was a great hit with the 2021/2022 students 
having a well deserved break from CASA 
assessment book work as they progress through 
completing their group assessment activities. 

We also welcomed 2022 student David Tian, 
who sharpened his knowledge, skills and pilot 
abilities while completing the AVI50519 Diploma 
of Aviation (Instrument Rating) as a self funded 
Diploma student.  We congratulate David on 
graduating and gaining his CASA MEIR Licence 
recently.  New adventures and employment 
opportunities await and we can’t wait to see 
him prosper in the aviation industry. 

RTO roundup 

Back row - 2021 Cohort - Alexander Beck, Jacob 

Neumann, Joshua Duncan, Liam Collecutt,  

Front row - 2022 Cohort – Sachin Butola, Nicholas 

Arezio, Harrison Wellman 
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The Redcliffe Aero Club (RTO No. 40971) 
continues to guide, mentor and support our 
2021 / 2022 Aviation Double Diploma students as 
they continue their aviation education journey.  
Although the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic 
has stabilized, the Australian aviation industry 
still continues to be affected.  

As we approach the end of our third quarter of 
training for 2022, we have certainly had our fair 
share of weather challenges including flash 
flooding, thunderstorms and more but we 
continue to guide the students to work towards 
their milestone achievements as they progress. 

As we welcome new flight Instructors Craig Smith 
and Valeria Thompson to the team we look 
forward to them sharing their knowledge and 
skills with our upcoming students.  

All flight instructors, trainers and assessors and 
other staff assist students to not only to meet the 
Australian Qualification and Training Framework 
(AQF) standards and CASA (Civil Aviation Safety 
Authority) industry standards but to exceed 
them, to be the best in their field. 

Grade 1 Flight Instructor / Trainer & Assessor 
Kelly James recently conducted employment 
assistance training for our Diploma students, 
sharing her decades of knowledge, guidance and 
mentoring to the students on how to prepare 
themselves for their first aviation job upon 
course / qualification completion.  The students 
developed pilot resumes and cover letters and 
were given some practical advice on what their 
journey to the airlines or charter operations may 
look like within the ever changing aviation 
industry. 

Students are looking forward to continuing to 
develop their knowledge, skills and experience 
flying our Cessna 172s as they commence their 
Commercial Pilot Licence - Aeroplane training 
and are excited by the benefits of being a small 

cohort of students, with each student having 
their own individual training plan in comparison 
to some Registered Training Organisations 
(RTO’s) and flight schools who have much larger 
cohorts of students.  

The RTO team is preparing for a busy end to 2022 
with a number of scheduled audits being 
conducted between September and December 
2022.  The RTO team and all Flight Instructors / 
Trainers and Assessors will participate in our goal 
to continuously improve our service, training and 
knowledge.  Our Annual Forecast to the 
Australian Qualifications Framework, VET Student 
loans funding and Queensland Department of 
Education and Training will be achieved through 
our Annual 2023 Forecast submissions, our FSM 
internal audit and internal RTO Audit. 

We have also started to receive enquiries from 
potential candidates for our upcoming 2023 
course intakes.  Candidates interested in applying 
for enrolment in 2023 should complete an 
expression of interest form located on our 
website and return it to the RTO team.  
Candidates will then receive an invitation to one 
of our “Pre Enrolment Information Sessions”. 
Potential candidates will attend for two days at 
the Redcliffe Aero Club.  For further information 
don’t hesitate to contact the RTO team at 
info@redcliffeaeroclub.com or call Monday to 
Friday (07) 3203 1777. 

Diploma dispatch 

https://redcliffeaeroclub.com.au/
https://redcliffeaeroclub.com.au/
mailto:info@redcliffeaeroclub.com
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July 2nd and 3rd 2022 were earmarked 
to hold the Brisbane Air Show after 
several false starts due to COVID 19 
restrictions on events and crowd 
control.  Unfortunately the weather 
gods were not favouring that weekend 
and the air show was again postponed 
for seven days. 

As dawn broke on Saturday 9th July the 
weather was just perfect to hold an air 
show.  Eight eighths blue sky, cool and 
crisp.  Some would say too crisp, 
especially the campers who braved 
the winter conditions scraping frost off 
almost everything while making a long 
weekend out of it. 

I elected not to fly in, mainly because I 
wasn’t guaranteed a departure slot 
after the air space reopened that 
would give me enough time to be back 
to YRED before last light.  Even though 
I am NVFR rated, the runway lights at 
YRED were unserviceable due to failed 
cabling.  So I arrived around 9:45am by 
car.  The traffic marshalling was 
excellent in getting into the parking.   

There was plenty of fast food and 
coffee stalls to fill the belly after the 
almost two hour drive.  The crowds 
started to fill and the flight line was 
about six deep by the time the show 
began. 

In true Aussie fashion, we saw about a 
dozen jumpers from the Ramblers 
Skydiving Organization throw 
themselves out of a perfectly good 
airplane, and come hurtling to the 
ground, the last carrying the 
Australian flag.  With everyone 
upstanding, hats off, they played the 
national anthem. 

Brisbane airshow  

 

 

by Mike Cahill 
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With a small organisation running the air show, 
I was particularly impressed with the continuity 
of the flying program.  There was a good 
selection of war birds which all flew a seven 
minute routine.  The line up included a fly-in of 
the L-39 Albatross and the Lockheed Hudson.  
All other aircraft flew their routines from the 
field, including a P40 Kittyhawk, Boomerang, 
P51 Mustang, Avenger and Spitfire.  Other 
warbirds flying in formation were the 
Wirraway, CT4, Winjeel and the T6 Harvard. 

The usual aerobatic displays by Edge 540’s and 
Extra 300 series aircraft thrilled the crowds with 
their twisting, turning, tumbling and falling back 
through their own smoke trails to pull up and 
fly horizontal to the ground with only hundreds 
of feet to spare. 

But the show stopper was Paul Bennett flying 
his Wolf Pitts in a solo breathtaking 
performance where he flew his biplane under a 
motorcyclist who was performing an aerial 
backflip after coming off a ramp, metres from 
the ground.  Definitely no room for error. 

Paul then jumped out of the Pitts and into the 
P51 Mustang and flew a great routine 
displaying the Mustang’s true potential. 
Amazing to watch, listening to the great sound 
of the V12 Merlin engine pulling that 
unmistakable plane through the sky. 

After a short lunch break the flying program 
resumed and if you missed anything in the 
morning program you could position yourself 
for that better photo in the afternoon. 

All in all I think the Brisbane Airshow was a 
great success. 
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All pilots are familiar with the concept of doing 
a series of essential actions and checks prior to 
take-off, landing and other phases of flight.  
Many of you, especially those trained a long 
time ago, may be in the habit of using a series 
of mnemonics for a “one size fits all” style of 
checking system regardless of aircraft type 
flown.  These may include TEMPFISH before 
take-off, BUMPFISH and PUFF before landing, 
with many variations thereof floating around 
the scene.  

Although the latter two are still commonly used 
in the pre-landing phases of the flight (as they 
particularly suit single-pilot ops when airborne), 

the older pre-take-off mnemonics have proven 
over time to be less adequate.  They provide 
opportunities for the omission of important 
actions, especially in the more complex setting 
of a modern light aircraft cockpit.  Those which 
incorporate “glass” screens and the like, are 
especially vulnerable to having something 
important slip through the cracks, if a general 
non “type-specific” mnemonic is used. 

So, what is the answer that will guarantee that 
nothing is missed from consideration and 
action prior to take-off? 

Go with the flow  

(check this out) 

by Brendan Power 
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The Pilots Operating Handbook (POH) for the 
aircraft in question should be the starting point.  
In the case of the Redcliffe Aero Club’s C172 
aeroplanes, all the actions required for all 
phases of normal flight are contained in the 
POH section 4, (“Normal Procedures”).  In here 
you can find a numbered list of actions 
corresponding to each phase of flight, from 
preparation, to securing the aircraft post-flight.  
There is also a significantly in-depth description 
(“amplified procedures”), to give as much detail 
as possible to the listed “numbered actions”, 
mentioned before. 

The list of essential actions from the C172 POH, has 
been reproduced (for convenience) by the Club.  It 
forms a small looseleaf booklet (QRH) which is kept 
in the side pocket of each aircraft cockpit, by the 
pilot’s left knee. 

Some people refer to these numbered lists as 
“checklists”, whilst following them studiously, from 
item number one onwards and performing each 
action in turn.  In this case, the term “checklist” is 

not quite correct, as the document used in this 
fashion becomes a “to do” list.  As the term 
“checklist” implies, its purpose is to be used as a 
final check that a prior process has been carried 
out accurately and without omission.  If one was to 
pick through it, item by item and carry out each 
action in the order listed, it is very easy to see that 
if something was skipped (say, because of a 
momentary distraction, or even a simple 
misreading), that item would remain missed.  
There is no built-in prompt to bring attention back 
to the overlooked action. 

You might say (quite correctly) that the same thing 
can happen with the use of a final checklist as well.  
The difference is that the checklist concept has the 
written (or similar) list, occurring at the end of an 
already detailed process of actions.  For an 
individual item to be missed completely, it would 
have to be omitted from both the initial actions 
and the checklist too.  A much more robust safety 
system. 

Example of a C172 checklist - for illustration only 
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The bonus of the system described here 
is that, with practice, the final goal of a 
safer operation can be achieved more 
efficiently and quickly than with a 
laborious “picking through” of the 
numbered list of “things to do”.  It 
enhances our non-technical skills, by 
allowing more brain space and time to 
give attention to the myriad of other 
considerations (weather, radio, traffic, 
etc.). 

We can use the cockpit itself, with all its 
switches, knobs, levers and controls, to 
form a “three-dimensional list of 
actions” to undertake.  At first 
consideration it’s easy to believe that 
looking around the cockpit simply 
presents us with a confusing array of 
items to think about.  However, it is 
quite straightforward to devise a 
method whereby a pilot’s attentive gaze 
and hand movements, are made to start 
in a particular place in the cockpit, then 
flow in a logical sequence from one item 
to another until all have been 
considered, set, actioned and/or 
checked.  This method is usually called a 
“flow” or “scan flow” and has been a 
standard practice used in professional 
aviation worldwide for many years. 
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Saying that it is used in professional aviation 
does not preclude its use by private or 
recreational pilots.  Professional standards, 
safety and efficiency are available to (and 
should rightly be the goal of) all pilots. 

Quite some years ago the Redcliffe Aero 
Club (through its instructors) devised some 
very useful scan flows for initial phases of 
starting and preparing for take-off in our 
C172 aeroplanes.  These work very well 
when used in conjunction with the written 
manufacturer’s checklists available in the 
cockpit.  The concept is, firstly to complete 
the scan flow, then simply pick up the 
checklist and read it aloud, to confirm that 
all essential actions have been covered.  At 
this point in the procedure, it isn’t necessary 
to repeat the actions previously completed.  
It’s just a reading, with a mental query, to 
confirm that each has in fact been done.  

The method is relatively quick and greatly 
improves efficiency and safety.  For an item 
to be completely missed (as stated before) it 
first needs to be overlooked in the scan flow 
and then the very same item would need to 
be missed from the checklist.  This method 
of combining the scan flow with the checklist 
greatly enhances the robust nature of the 
system using only the check list. 

For anyone not familiar with our standard 
scan flows, please ask an instructor and we 
can provide you with a descriptive diagram 
and text in the form of an instructional hand 
out.  If you haven’t been in the habit of using 
this process and are keen to find a way of 
improving your pre-take-off preparation, we 
strongly encourage you to work at giving this 
method a serious try. With practice, you’ll 
find that you will enjoy the benefits, in terms 
of safety, efficiency and situational 
awareness, that the scan flow/checklist 
method of operating can bring. 

Example checklists - for illustration only 
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Although it’s rare, passengers, and students 
for instructors, can be unknown hazards you 
strap into your aircraft and take flying.  The 
law is very clear - you may not allow another 
person to handle the controls of an 
aeroplane in flight unless they hold a current 
pilot license (or certificate) AND meet the 
recent experience requirements as required 
by the appropriate aviation authority.  The 
ONLY exception to this is when the pilot in 
command holds a valid flight instructor 
rating or endorsement.  Yet I regularly hear 
of others, most low time pilots, who 
regularly allow friends, acquaintances, and 
neighbours too, to, “have a go” when they 
are flying together.  

This can be a disaster.  Not often, or there’d 
have been a spate of accidents where this 
was the cause, but often enough to justify 
the legal requirement to preclude this 
activity except by a select few of the flying 
fraternity.  

Let me illustrate.  

My own experiences lead me to describe 
two serious issues that relate to this activity. 
The first was whilst working for the 
Waitemata Aero Club at Ardmore in New 
Zealand.  I was booked in to fly a trial flight 

(TIF in Australia) for a neighbour of one of 
my recently qualified PPL’s.  On the day, a 
pleasant young woman, aged around 18 
years, presented herself to the flight office 
counter and asked for me.  We met, and in 
the usual manner, I offered her a coffee so 
we could talk.  I asked the standard 
questions about what she did for a living, did 
she really want to learn to fly or was this just 
a fun flight, all the usual preamble, and 
afterwards felt comfortable that she was a 
normal young woman, displaying no 
abnormal tendencies that could be an issue.  
We went out to the aircraft, a Victa 100, ZK-
CHF.  We pre-flighted it, I sat her in the 
cockpit and arranged for her to strap herself 
in securely, mouthing the usual patter all the 
while.  I strapped in and started the engine 
All was apparently normal when we taxied 
out and during the run-up.  I did the DVAs 
and we were cleared for take-off.  All this 
time she was behaving the same as the last 
50,000 trial flights that I had done.  

With the take-off clearance in hand, we lined 
up and I took off.  I had the controls and the 
climb-out to 500 feet was completely 
normal.  

Your passengers, your unknown hazards  

by Rob Knight 

Rob Knight grew up in New Zealand in the 1950s and 60s with a crazy 
urge to fly.  Employed on his family’s farm, his wages were somewhat 
minimal and he turned to writing to provide an income to support his 
flying addiction.  As a result, Rob was commissioned to provide 
numerous articles for overseas aviation magazines including the 
Plane and Pilot Magazine in Santa Monica, California. He became a 
flight instructor and worked in the industry for many years, 
eventually as Chief Pilot/Chief Flying Instructor for the Wellington 
Aero Club. 

Now retired and living near Amberley, in addition to being the editor 
of the BVSAC Flyer, the magazine of the Brisbane Valley Sport Aviation Club based at Watts Bridge, Rob 
writes articles for a variety of aero clubs and flying schools in Australia, New Zealand, the UK, and 
Canada.  He has also provided articles for AOPA and EAA magazines and has enjoyed seeing one turned 
into a video. 
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As was the practice, at 500 feet AGL I made the 
first turn after take-off.  It was a rate one to 
port and only through about 45° of heading 
change.  I pattered the turn but as the left wing 
went down, just that few degrees, she 
screamed and became hysterical and leant as 
far across the aircraft towards me as her 
harness allowed.  However, her flailing arms 
smashed my expensive sunglasses into my face 
and cut my eyebrow.  I rolled level and pushed 
her away. With the wings level she returned in 
an instant to being a normal, intelligent person.  
I asked her how she was feeling and she said 
she was good.  Then she told me that I’d cut my 
face, but didn’t mention my sunnies.  

I had decided to discontinue the flight before I 
levelled out at 1000 feet.  By this time, I was 
overhead Drury, the standard VFR reporting 
point for joining the circuit from the training 
area.  This time, I turned to the right.  Again, 
she screamed and forced herself hard against 
the side of the cockpit and perspex canopy, 
trying to remain upright whilst we were 
banked.  When I levelled the wings, she 
quietened down.  I called Ardmore and 
requested an urgent rejoin as I had a distressed 
student.  They expedited my rejoin and landing.  

When we returned to the club apron, I could 
hardly see out of my left eye because of the 
blood from the cut eyebrow and, as I found 
later, from another cut on the side of my nose.  

It had flowed prominently down my face, onto 
my collar, and down onto my left shoulder.  The 
flight office staff asked about it but I declined to 
answer, I wanted to get washed up first, so I 
gave them the exit meter reading from CHF and 
left them to do the paperwork.  

When I returned, now with most of the blood 
cleaned away and my forehead and nose- 
bridge sporting band-aids, I took her into the 
briefing room and tried to gather some more 
details about her but she was completely 
unperturbed and oblivious to any issues.  She 
said that she had enjoyed the experience 
immensely and wanted to make another 
booking.  I said that we were frantically busy 
right then, and she would need to come back in 
a couple of months when the rush had died 
down.  

I called my ex-student and asked, in more 
detail, about her history.  He asked her family 
and they said that she’d been in a bad car 
accident where the vehicle she was in had been 
T boned by a concrete truck and rolled over at 
an intersection. Subsequently she’d failed her 
driver’s license five times due to panic attacks. 
She never contacted the club for another flight 
and I neither heard from her or saw her again.  

I had not allowed her to touch the controls 
– her behaviour proved that she was a 
serious danger!  
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The second one was a PPL at the Rukuhia Flying 
Club where I was the CFI.  She was out pre-
flighting the Cessna 150 she’d booked when I 
overheard her large, strapping, belligerent 
passenger telling others that he intended to 
have a fly whether she would allow it or not.  I 
went out to see her and discretely mentioned 
his comments.  She was quite upset because 
he’d made similar comments to her.  I advised 
her to cancel the flight but she fearfully declined 
so I cancelled it for her and we gave a pretext 
that the aircraft was unserviceable.  Later she 
hired a similar aircraft at another club at 
another field and had a serious issue in flight 
when he took the controls from her.  She had 
the presence of mind to advise ATC who 
arranged for police to meet the aircraft on her 
return, obviously after he had returned the 
controls to her.  I was later told that she had 
never flown again, letting her license lapse.  

She was forced to relinquish the controls. 
However, she was warned that this man 
presented this risk, and she chose to ignore 
advice not to take the man flying at all.  

As an instructor, I was always aware of the initial 
lack of any medical vetting of a new student.  
Obviously, this was further enhanced after the 
episode I mentioned initially in this piece.  Other 
instructors did likewise.  However, a young 
instructor at a coastal aero club in New Zealand 
had a new student appear who was a bulldozer 
driver, physically large and powerful, and 
mechanically minded.  On his initial training 
flights, he displayed ample dexterity between 
hand and eye to be a promising PPL student.  

Although frequently requested to get his 
student pilot medical and an SPL issued, he had 
not at the time they started the initial circuit 
training.  The aircraft being flown was a 90 hp 
PA18 Cub, a tandem seated aircraft in which the 
student sits in the front.  After the initial circuit 
briefing, the two, student and instructor, 
departed for their first dose of circuits.  

All the previous flights had been morning ones 
but this one was a very late afternoon lesson.  
On their second approach, their Cub was 
observed to suddenly divert from a normal 
approach path and dive, almost vertically into 
the ground at a considerable distance from the 
near threshold.  

It was later reported by the student’s family that 
he suffered from epilepsy and was prone to 
have fits when exposed to strobe effect - the 
effect of flashing lights in front of his eyes.  This 
would have happened in this case on approach 
with an idling propeller and looking into the 
setting sun.  

When the wreckage was examined, it was 
reported that the rear control column had been 
pulled back so hard it had torn its mount from 
the floor.  This was considered the result of the 
instructor pulling back whilst the student 
pushed and held the front stick forward at the 
time of his flashing light induced fit.  

This is a hazard that all instructors face. 
There is no easy fix as it’s impractical to 
expect, nor induce, every potential student to 
go through a medical and pay the costs of a 
student pilot license before a trial is carried 
out.  

However, don’t you think that this is pretty 
good reason why you don’t let others fly your 
aeroplane if you aren’t an instructor?  

In yet another example of a passenger causing a 
disaster, a pilot allowed a young passenger to 
put his hands and feet on the controls whilst he 
did a low-level beat up of a friend’s farm.  In the 
first run past the friend’s house, the Cessna 172 
suddenly swerved right and crashed at full flying 
speed into a stand of trees.  The aircraft was 
totaled, but both occupants escaped with 
injuries.  

The pilot had bruised shins and arm whilst the 
passenger suffered a badly broken right ankle.  
This was the ankle on the foot that he pushed 
forward, trying to apply the “brake” when he 
got a fright during the low-level run past the 
house.  

The pilot was grounded by NZCAA for illegal 
low flying, and was later sued by the aero 
club to recover the excess on the insurance 
policy.  Also, his passenger has been left with 
a permanent and severe limp from the 
damage to his ankle restricting his foot 
movement.  
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In my last example, a pilot was returning from a 
fishing trip with family members on board.  The 
aircraft was a PA32 Cherokee 6.  The evening 
prior had been a fun time, with lots of beer 
flowing for those not piloting and the following 
morning hangovers were the norm.  

Whilst loading their chilli bins (eskies in 
Australia) a teenage nephew asked if he could 
ride in the front.  The C of G was not a problem 
and the pilot replied in the affirmative.  

After around an hour’s uneventful flight, for 
most of which the nephew slept off the night 
before, the pilot joined at their destination 
airfield and made a normal circuit.  However, 
on short final, the newly awakened and cold 
passenger, reached forward AND PULLED THE 
MIXTURE CONTROL OUT.  He thought, he later 
said, it was the heater control (it was red - the 
same as the heater control in their old Standard 
Vanguard car).  As is common in GA aircraft, the 
pulling out of the mixture control shut off the 
fuel and the engine stopped.  

Before the pilot could push the mixture control 
back in and regain power, the aircraft sank 
heavily into pampas grass just before the 
airfield boundary.  There were only minor 
injuries to people, but very substantial ones to 
the propeller, nose gear and engine cowls.  

Although the aircraft was insured, the company 
concerned refused to accept a claim because 
the pilot in command should have ensured that 
his front seat passenger, still considerably over 
the alcohol limit to drive a car, would not touch 
any of the aircraft controls.  

I have knowledge of a number of such 
incidences, but one should be sufficient here.  

So, what do you do when you take a passenger 
up flying with you? In some cases, you might 
have known that person for decades and are 
very well aware of any medical issues that 
might be hazardous.  But what if you 
don’t…………….??????  Do you ensure that your 
passenger is briefed not to touch the controls, 
nor have their feet near the rudder pedals, 
even during a taxi?  

I do accept that in almost all cases, there will be 
no issue, but there will always remain a chance 
that there could be a horrible surprise waiting, 
on every flight with a passenger, or a student.  

As the old Boy Scouts motto goes: Be Prepared! 

Happy Flying 
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In March this year my wife Sigi and I 
flew down to Victoria and South 
Australia for a few weeks.  We 
wanted to visit friends on the 
Mornington Peninsula and our 
daughter in Melbourne so I decided 
our first multi-night stop would be at 
Tyabb, a private airport about 30km 
south east of Moorabbin.  I’d read a 
bit about it over the years and we 
were pleasantly surprised by the 
warm welcome we received by the 
people we met there.  

Our route took us from Orange, 
where we’d stayed overnight, over 
Albury, Lake Eildon and the Dandenongs 
direct to Tyabb.  It was overcast as we 
descended, so the airfield didn’t exactly 
stand out.  But we knew it was somewhere 
in the middle of the peninsula so must be 
straight ahead.  The clouds grew darker and 
more ominous as we approached.  Finally, 
about 3km out I spotted the airfield, joined 
the circuit, checked out the windsock and 
landed on sealed RWY 17. 

I taxied to the bowser and our 
friends joined us as I refuelled 
the plane while the clouds 
relieved themselves overhead.  
There’s a reason that the grass is 
so green!  The next stop was the 
reception of the Peninsula Aero 
Club (PAC) to check where I 
should park and drop off a 
couple of AirChat magazines.  

The airfield was established in 
1961 when a local councillor, 
Doug Thompson, purchased the 
property.  It was regarded as a 
vermin infested swamp (sound 

familiar?) and it took Doug three years to 
turn it into a safe landing field.  Doug 
acquired adjacent properties for a north-
south runway and created a subdivision to 
include five acre allotments.  These were 
sold to create a residents “airpark” where 
aircraft owners could access the field from 
their own properties.  Meanwhile, the local 
council quickly recognized that the airfield 
was a valuable community asset. 

Tie down at Tyabb  

by Philip Arthur 

Lake Eildon 

Location at the centre of the Mornington Peninsula 

https://pac.asn.au/
https://pac.asn.au/
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PAC, formed in 1964, has over 600 members 
and won the Royal Aeronautical Society 
(Australian Branch) Aero Club of the Year in 
2015 and 2016.  As is the case with Redcliffe, 
quite a bit of housing development has 
occurred close to the airfield since its 
establishment so the airfield users and PAC 
endeavour to operate in a manner that 
considers neighbours’ needs.  In recent times 
there have been various attempts by the 
local council to restrict aviation activities but 
legal challenges were mounted and won by 
PAC and the council has had to reimburse the 
legal costs of the flying fraternity.  

Flying training began in June 1964 from the 
first clubhouse, a makeshift office on the 
back of a trailer.  Later members built a more 
permanent clubhouse from an unwanted 
section of a local fruit shop.  That clubhouse 
was replaced in 1995 by the present facilities, 
a two storey brick building with offices and 
meeting rooms downstairs and a magnificent 
bar, kitchen and dining room upstairs with 
panoramic views over the apron and runway.   
There are currently 15 instructors and a very 
active social scene.   The club holds weekly 

Friday evening gatherings at the bar and a 
monthly Sunday dinner prepared by their own 
in house chef!  

Aircraft parking alongside the clubhouse 
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Hangar development started in 1966 and 
currently approximately 170 aircraft are 
hangered there.  Ian Johnson, one of the 
club directors, filled me on the local history 
and took me for a quick tour of some of the 
amazing warbirds that are stored on site.  

Bill Vowell purchased a section of the airfield 
in 1967 where he built the Peninsula Motor 
Inn that is still operational and provides 
comfortable accommodation on site for 
visitors.  Very handy if you’re dropping in for 
a couple of nights and don’t have friends 
living nearby. Bill is best remembered for the 
“Angel of Mercy” helicopter service, the 
world’s first fully equipped helicopter 
ambulance service.  In 1970 Bill, along with 
Dr Tom Ready, recognized the importance of 
getting critically ill patients to hospital in the 
shortest possible time.  Tom convinced Bill 

that the introduction of an air ambulance 
would save lives on the Peninsula and Bill 
personally put his hand in his pocket and 
commissioned the world’s first helicopter air 
ambulance, nicknamed the “Angel of 
Mercy”.  Bill paid over $80,000 ($600,000 in 
today’s dollars) to keep the helicopter on 
permanent standby for the first year. Its life 
saving value was soon recognized and the 
Bell Jet Ranger became a familiar sight over 
the Mornington Peninsula.  In March 1972 
the Victorian Ambulance Service signed a 
contract for the exclusive lease of the 
helicopter.  As the costs became larger 
members of the PAC decided to raise money 
by organizing airshows to keep the Angel 
flying.  Up until Covid struck, they held 
regular biennial air shows and are hoping to 
hold the next one in 2024.  

http://www.peninsulamotorinn.com.au/
http://www.peninsulamotorinn.com.au/


                                                          AirChat #28   www.redcliffeaeroclub.com.au                                                        41 

 

Tyabb is a great base for 
exploring everything that the 
Mornington Peninsula has to 
offer.  There is a multitude of 
fine wineries and premier golf 
courses as well as thermal 
springs and beachside resorts 
like Portsea and Sorrento.  The 
water may not be as warm as 
in Queensland but the 
hospitality is.  I rang up a week 
before and made sure there 
was a spot to park the plane 
next to the clubhouse.  The 
fee was $5 per night.  We 
hired a car from the AVIS 
depot at Mornington, about 
15 minutes away by taxi, so 
that we had our own 
transport to explore the area 
and for the one hour drive up 
to Melbourne.   

I definitely recommend that 
when you head south you tie 
down at Tyabb. 
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It seemed like a good idea to attend the 
inaugural William Creek Outback Fly-In in 2018 
and several pilots from Tyabb were intending to 
make the trip.  Brian Kohlar, Darren Stutz and 
Sigourney Williamson were travelling in Brian’s 
Cessna 210A, Tony Manning and Rolfe 
Summerhayes were in Tony’s RV7 whilst 
Graeme Beggs and Ian Johnson travelled in 
Graeme’s RV7A.  Mark Weiss and John Pater 
flew in Mark’s Beech Sierra and joined us in 
William Creek on the second day. 

The Day 1 route was Tyabb to Swan Hill for fuel, 
then to Lake Mungo for coffee and overnighting 
at Bindara on the Darling. 

Day 2 was via a scenic fly over of Broken Hill 
and a full stop at Leigh Creek for fuel, then to 
William Creek for two nights.  

Day 4 the return was William Creek to 
Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary for another 
overnight stop. 

Day 5 was to Wentworth for fuel and lunch, 
then Tyabb via Torquay. 

William Creek fly-in  

by Ian Johnson 

The William Creek flyin is on again this September.  It will take place on the AFL grand final 

weekend and promises to be quite an event, especially with Lake Eyre filling after all the recent 

rains.  A few years ago some members of the Peninsula Aero Club in Tyabb flew there to 

experience some real outback hospitality.  They strongly recommend that RAC members take the 

opportunity to visit William Creek this year and have kindly shared their experiences here for 

AirChat readers. 

Yarra River Mouth 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/william-creek-5th-annual-outback-fly-in-2022-tickets-360180669077
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The first leg of our trip was to Swan Hill.  The four of 
us departing in the RVs were ready to depart by 9:30 
Thursday morning but Brian Kohlar and his crew in 
the C210 were ahead of us by 15 minutes.  Tony 
planned via Torquay and at 8500ft whilst Graeme 
and I planned to use the western VFR lane around 
the coast of Port Philip Bay to the Laverton BOM 
tower then Swan Hill direct.  We followed Tony into 
the Tyabb circuit and then headed for Brighton at 
2500ft.  It was calm and scenic and as we flew over 
the bay and there was a ship just entering the Yarra 
mouth. 

As soon as we were able to climb below controlled 
airspace we did so, and as we approached the rising 

terrain near Melton we encountered turbulence.  It 
continued until we were able to reach 6500ft, 
however at that level we had a solid headwind and it 
took 1.7 hours to reach Swan Hill, so we were the 
last there.  The fuel top up was to take us through to 
Leigh Creek with two in between landings.  The wind 
strength is evident from the palm trees in the photo 
of the Swan Hill terminal. 

Departing for the short leg to Mungo Lodge we again 
climbed to 6500ft and started encountering thermal 
activity - it was definitely warmer than back in 
Melbourne! 

Lake Mungo approach 

https://mungolodge.com.au/
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The lodge had quite a number of guests who 
had arrived by road as the school holidays 
were on, however Brian knew the score and 
had come armed with a bunch of flowers for 
Chris, one of the owners, but she wasn't 
there.  As can be seen, the Lodge at Mungo is 
just near where we parked the planes and 
soon we were enjoying a decent coffee.  

It was less than 50 minutes flying time from 
Mungo to Bindara Station, a property 
founded in 1849 that once covered almost 
1,000,000 acres with 100,000 sheep, 10,000 
cattle, 1,000 horses and over 200 staff living 
on the property plus 50 shearers working 12 
months a year.  Over 199 staff have gone, 
and now it is only Barb Arnold operating the 
property. 

Barb, who has lived on the property for 38 
years, was waiting for us at the airstrip at 
3pm and was presented with a bunch of 

flowers Brian had thoughtfully brought.  
Although Bindara homestead is right on the 
banks of the Darling River, the evidence of 
the severe drought was obvious, the river 
was very low, and most of the surrounding 
area was devoid of green, other than trees.  

Immediately after our arrival preparation 
began for the night’s feast, a camp oven 
roast lamb dinner with roast potato, sweet 
potato, pumpkin, carrot, green beans, 
broccoli, corn and gravy.  Brian and Darren 
proved adept at fire making and shovelling 
hot coals onto the camp ovens.  A beer and 
wine made the meal complete.  Dinner 
discussion included the next day’s flight 
details and fuel requirements.  A very 
convivial evening.  

Breakfast action commenced early the next 
day in the camp kitchen.  A hearty breakfast 
cooked up on the open fire was followed by a 
quick drive around to some of the sights 
including the “Men’s Canoe Tree” which has 
a deep scar where the indigenous men cut 
out a large canoe over a 100 years ago. 

http://bindarastation.com/
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A group photo was taken back at the airstrip 
and we swapped the RV passengers.  Tony 
followed Graeme as we departed for Leigh 
Creek, via a scenic fly past of Broken Hill. 

The leg to Broken Hill was flown around 500ft 
AGL and even at that low altitude we were 
experiencing strong headwinds which 
increased to 30-40 knots as we turned 
westward to Leigh Creek.  This leg took just 
over two hours and approaching the northern 
Flinders Ranges we encountered rain and 
strong turbulence, meaning we had to reduce 
speed, but it was clearer to the north of track.  
However after a few minutes of rain it began 
to clear and once over the first ridge it became 
apparent the last 10 miles would be ok, the 
Leigh Creek airfield clearly visible.  Tony and 
Youlande Sayers from Coldstream had already 
landed in their Mooney and our two Tyabb RVs 
were soon joined by several planes from 
Lethbridge, also heading for William Creek. 

Once we refuelled it was off on the final leg.  
We had been pushing around 30 knot 
headwinds for most of the journey to Leigh 

Creek and from Leigh Creek to William Creek 
they persisted at 4500ft, however by 
descending through wind shear we discovered 
a tailwind of 10kt at 2500ft and therefore flew 
most of that leg at the lower altitude. 
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William Creek CTAF was busy with arriving 
traffic and most were using RWY21, the gravel 
strip.  I was with Tony in the tail wheel RV7 and 
we elected to use this runway despite being 
advised the wind was only 10kt across the 
sealed main strip.  It turned out the crosswind 
was considerably stronger and when some 
following aircraft elected to use RWY29 it made 
interesting viewing.  We tied down, very firmly, 
in the hard stand area. 

We passed planes parked along the Oodnadatta 
Track as we walked the 200 metres to the pub 
and were in time to attend a CASA safety 
seminar.  It was then time for dinner, a beer 
and an early night.  They served 120 meals on 
the Friday evening. 

Next morning the wind was strong, cold and 
from the north east.  As we had purchased the 
full day meal package (breakfast, lunch, dinner 
and morning and afternoon teas) we were 
among the first to have the bacon and eggs on 
toast, cereal, juice, and coffee.  

Prior to the AFL Grand Final telecast, Adam 
Wright pulled a Nanchang up onto the 
Oodnadatta Track and prepared it for a short 
aerobatic display.  However the plane blocked 
the “highway” and several northbound 
caravans and camper trailers were forced to 
stop and give way to aircraft until he could taxi 
onto the airport proper. 

https://www.williamcreekhotel.com/
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During the day more planes arrived until 
by my count there were at least 46 
visiting aircraft.  An excellent turn out for 
the first YWMC Outback Fly-in.  During 
the afternoon the Oodnadatta Track 
outside the pub was closed and a 
diversion made so the pub was able to 
extend its licenced area across the road 
in preparation for the evening’s 
entertainment by an Adelaide duet.  The 
stage was the top of a semitrailer, there 
were fire bin braziers to keep us warm 
and the police set red & blue flashing 
lights across the Track in case there was 
after dark road traffic.  After dark the 
crowd started gathering and grew bigger, 
the lighting came on and musicians 
played.  They sounded great and even 
had some of our blokes dancing until 
rather late.  
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Early next morning the weather seemed 
comparatively calm with just a five knot 
easterly, but after another hearty breakfast we 
emerged from the pub to find we were in a 
heavy dust storm, as the wind had come in 
strongly and quickly at over 30 knots from the 
north east.  It was silly to consider an early 
departure (even though the spot landing 
competition was held), and it wasn’t till almost 
1pm before the wind had subsided sufficiently 
for us to depart.  

Departing William Creek we enjoyed a good 
tailwind but needed to climb above 5,000ft to 
clear the blowing dust.  On this leg I had 
transferred to Brian Kohlar’s Cessna 210 and as 
we climbed to altitude both Lake Eyre South 
and the Maree Man became visible.  It took us 
an hour forty for the leg to Arkaroola.  We were 
accompanied by several other aircraft from 
William Creek and it was not surprising that 
nine aircraft used Arkaroola as the overnight 
stop for the return journey.   

Landing at the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary 
we were met by Doug Sprigg, whose father Reg, 
a world famous geologist, had founded the 
sanctuary.  Reg’s discovery in the area of some 
very ancient jellyfish fossils, led to the 
definition of a new archeological period, the 
Ediacaran Period that now pre-dates the 
PreCambrian Period of the Earth’s history.  
Doug is extremely well versed in anthropology, 
astronomy, botany and geology, as well as 
being a commercial pilot.  A very interesting 
individual whose knowledge of the area is 
probably unmatched.  He provided a non-stop 
commentary on all manner of interesting data 
on the bus ride to the lodge. 

Dinner was had in the dining room with a 
choice of roast lamb or roast chicken followed 
by dessert. 

Early next morning the swagpersons Brian, 
Sigourney and Darren, who had been sleeping 
in swags each night, walked from the camp 
ground to the lodge for breakfast.  They were 
not quite the classic swaggies, without sticks 
over their shoulders. 

Arkaroola 

https://www.arkaroola.com.au/
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After breakfast Doug drove us 
back to the airfield and most 
aircraft, other than the RVs, 
refuelled.  A Cessna 180 raised 
some dust with his run up and 
he departed whilst we set up 
for a group photo of most of 
the Tyabb team. 

We flew via Wentworth for 
fuel and lunch, where the 
facilities were excellent.  
Wentworth was attractive to 
us because apart from fuel and 
no landing charges, there were 
pies, pasties, tea and coffee to 
be purchased in the clubhouse.  
After lunch we headed for 
home via Torquay, cruising at 
7,500ft both legs and acquired 
a good tailwind (at last) which 
enabled a ground speed 
around 170 knots. 

Overall the trip was a great 
success and we were pleased 
to hear that Trevor Wright at 
William Creek is planning a 
repeat Fly-In on the AFL Grand 
Final weekend in 2022.  We 
recommend that you go if you 
can. 

Wentworth 
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For a number of years CASA used to provide 
an online interactive guide on their website 
called OnTrack.  It was a flight-planning tool 
designed to give both fixed- and rotary-wing 
pilots greater situational awareness before 
they flew into D Class airports.  There were 
OnTrack tools for Archerfield, Sunshine 
Coast, Parafield, Bankstown, Moorabbin and 
Alice Springs amongst others.  I found them 
very useful for familiarisation, especially the 
first time I was flying in on my own or if I 
hadn’t flown into them recently.  They 
cleverly combined video and still images 
with detailed information on the best way to 
conduct yourself when in and around the 
airports.  Unfortunately CASA stopped 
updating them and withdrew them from 
their website a few years ago.  I’ve been told 
it’s because the tools were very labour 
intensive to keep up to date.  I found this 
disappointing given that they seemed to 
provide a significant boost to safety when 
flying into the fairly densely populated 
airspace around D Class airports and would 
have thought that given their expectation 
that we as pilots remain on top of the 
updates that they could afford to do so as 
well.   

In any case, a CASA representative recently 
told me that they have no current plan to 
reintroduce the OnTrack series but instead 
have decided to issue a series of booklets 
that can be bought as hardcopy or 
downloaded for free from their website.  
One of these is called “Stay on Track: Flying 
the Gold Coast Region”.  CASA have 
designed it as an aid for VFR pilots to use 
when flying into, out of and around the Gold 
Coast region.  It is designed to help you in 
planning and conducting your flight. 

Here’s a link to the publication: 

Flying the Gold Coast Region 

The Guide should provide the reader with a 
better understanding of what to expect 
including: 

 military procedures 

 airspace infringement hotspots 

 ground operations 

 tracking and reporting point information 

 weather. 

Gold Coast Airspace is unique as Gold Coast 
Tower controls Class C airspace up to 1500 ft 
within a 7 nm radius (less to the west).  Class 
G airspace surrounding Gold Coast is very 
busy with tourist flights to the north of the 
zone and training flights to the south.  It’s 
good to know your CTAF frequencies and 
appropriate levels for safe flight through 
these areas.   

New guide for flying the Gold Coast region  

by Philip Arthur 

https://www.casa.gov.au/sites/default/files/2021-09/stay-ontrack-flying-the-gold-coast.pdf
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At the Gold Coast you share the airspace with a 
diverse mix of traffic and pilot experience.  Busy 
domestic and international arrival and 
departure periods can create delays for 
clearances, especially coastal clearances and 
training flights, so you need to be familiar with 
the western VFR route for transit flights.  

Sections of the booklet cover: 

 Ballina broadcast area  

 General military information  

 Hotspots north and south 

 Ground operations  

 Radio use – requesting airways and taxi 
clearance  

 Radio use – holding points and take-off 
clearance  

 Departure and tracking – south and north-
west  

 Arrival and tracking – from the north, south 

and west  

 Weather on the Gold Coast  

 Radio use when Gold Coast tower is closed.  

Although I don’t find it as good as the 
interactive OnTrack tool it still contains a 
wealth of information for those of us who 
aren’t used to flying into the area.  

And for those of you who’d like to see what 
sort of information used to be available via 
OnTrack you can watch video extracts from 
some of the episodes on YouTube.  A few links 
appear below: 

Archerfield inbound from the north via TV 
Towers 

Archerfield ground operations 

Archerfield outbound to the north via TV 
Towers 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UgYv9xiDPCw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UgYv9xiDPCw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aCS8WYbAna8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9BGxT1Vk8Bw&t=16s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9BGxT1Vk8Bw&t=16s
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